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bill, hate separate d i s c u s s i o n  w hen we aren't p r e s s e d  on
finances. Our dec i s i o n  on t his could be sway e d  b y  t h e . ..by the
pi ckl e we' re in on money, and it should be m ade independently
be c a us e it's a long-term decision. It will chan g e  the direc t i o n  
of that whole agency. I'll r e m i n d  the body that we h a v e  another
bill, which ma y  or m ay not appear on the floor, wh i c h  the
committee calls th e  QPAP bill. An d  t hat is a bill which, at the 
request of one of the t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  carriers, in fact, 
Qwest, has asked us to allow t hem to v o l u n t a r i l y  contribute 
m o n e y  for their re g u l a t i o n  so t hat t hey c an q u a l i f y  for long 
d i stance carrier status. An d  that bill is a sep a r a t e  decision, 
but in that case there's s eparate reasons to con s i d e r  that and 
we'll deba t e  that if the bill g ets on the floor. Bu t  I do think 
we should take our time, look at this, and we could be ready for 
this, if we dec i d e  to do it, by the next time we h ave a budget 
to construct. T h a n k  you, Mr. Speaker.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Brashear.

SENATOR B R A S H E A R : M r . S p e a k e r , m e mbers of the b o d y , 1 1ve now
had an oppo r t u n i t y  to revi e w  the C o m m i t t e e  State m e n t  for 
LB 1310. I find that there was 1 p r o p o n e n t  and 49 opponents.
Now I don't t h i n k  all 49 of the opponents were p r o b a b l y  dealing 
w i th  Sections 21 and 22, and I think S e nator B e u t l e r  will tell 
us that. I'm i nviting him, on his own time, to tell us what 
really hap p e n e d  at the h e a r i n g  on LB 1249. An d  I would be
pa r t i c u l a r l y  interested, I do n ote that A nne Boyle of the
Ne braska Public S e r vice C o m m i s s i o n  a ppeared in op p o s i t i o n  at the 
h e a r i n g  on LB 1310, bu t  I w o u l d  be i n t e reste d to k now what the 
testimony of th e  Public S e r v i c e  Co m m i s s i o n  was w i t h  regard to 
LB 1249. I'd also be i n t e rested in k n o w i n g  w h a t  the testimony 
of the "regulatees", under these two sections, was at the 
hearing on LB 1249. I u n d e r s t a n d  that other states do it this 
way. I'm simply no t  convinced that at this m o m e n t  in time, much 
as Senator Br o m m  said, we have to do this as a p art of some sort 
of an em erge ncy f u nding package, wh i c h  is h o w  we t end to be 
a p p roaching finances these days, when, in fact, t his has nothing 
to do w ith today or t omorrow or the n ext day. It ha s  n o thing to 
do w ith this year or next year. It's off into the future. So 
we could take the time to think about this and to be better 
informed. I d o n ' t  deny, for a moment, S e nator B e utler has
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